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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 1 21 : 

I. Claims 1-7 and 9-10, drawn to the systematic and scientific analysis of 
data categories to assign values used in developing strategies, classified 
in class 705, subclass 7. 

II. Claim 8, drawn to processing marketing data and assigned values to 
forecast future performance, classified in class 705, subclass 10. 

III. Claims 11-14, drawn to collecting and storing relevant data for analysis 
and generating reports to develop strategies, classified in class 705, 
subclass 1 . 

IV. Claim 15, drawn to the systematic and scientific analysis of data 
categories to assign values used in developing strategies, classified in 
class 705, subclass 7. 

V. Claims 16-17, drawn to collecting and storing relevant data for analysis 
and generating reports to develop strategies, classified in class 705, 
subclass 1. 
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VI. Claim 18, drawn to collecting and storing relevant data for analysis and 
generating reports to develop strategies, classified in class 705, subclass 
1. 

VII. Claim 19, drawn to collecting and storing relevant data for analysis and 
generating reports to develop strategies, classified in class 705, subclass 
1 

VIII. Claims 20-27, drawn to establishing evaluation metrics for analysis, 
classified in class 705, subclass 7. 

2. Inventions I and II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in 
this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does 
not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) 
that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). 

In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of 
the subcombination as claimed because the combination requires the creation of a 
plurality of contact relationship categories, assigning a value to each category and 
determining the value of each category, as required by the combination in Group I. The 
subcombination of Group II has separate utility such as analyzing values assigned to 
contact relationships interactions and comparing past performance with assumptions 
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about anticipated future performance. The subcombination does not require a system 
that creates a plurality of contact relationship categories. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

3. Inventions I and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 
scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 
is separately usable. In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the combination requires the 
creation of a plurality of contact relationship categories, assigning a value to each 
category and determining the value of each category, as required by the combination in 
Group I. The subcombination of Group III has separate utility such as not requiring the 
specific data as required in Group I and providing an infrastructure (database) to store 
and collect relevant data and generate reports from data retrieved in response to an 
inquiry. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 
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Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. Inventions I and IV are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 
scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 
is separately usable. In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the combination requires the 
creation of a plurality of contact relationship categories, assigning a value to each 
category and determining the value of each category, as required by the combination in 
Group I. The subcombination of Group IV has separate utility such as selecting 
business categories and its appropriate description, and generating an indication of the 
current condition of the business. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 
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Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

5. Inventions I and V are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 
scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 
is separately usable. In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the combination requires the 
creation of a plurality of contact relationship categories, assigning a value to each 
category and determining the value of each category, as required by the combination in 
Group I. The subcombination of Group V has separate utility such as providing contact 
information and information regarding interactions with said contact for storage into a 
database to assign values to interactions and generate reports. See MPEP 
§ 806.05(d). 
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Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

6. Inventions I and VI are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 
scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 
is separately usable. In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the combination requires the 
creation of a plurality of contact relationship categories, assigning a value to each 
category and determining the value of each category, as required by the combination in 
Group I. The subcombination of Group VI has separate utility such as browser and 
server subsystems coupled to a computing system configured to set up a relational 
database, establish a means to assess the current condition of a business, collect and 
store relevant data for retrieval in response to inquiry and generate reports. See MPEP 
§ 806.05(d). 



Application/Control Number: 10/066,148 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3623 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

7. Inventions I and VII are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 
scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 
is separately usable. In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the combination requires the 
creation of a plurality of contact relationship categories, assigning a value to each 
category and determining the value of each category, as required by the combination in 
Group I. The subcombination of Group VII has separate utility such as computer 
executable code segments to set up a relational database, establish a means to assess 
the condition of a business, collect and store relevant data for retrieval in response to 
inquiry and generate reports. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 
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Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

8. Inventions I and VIII are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the combination requires the 
creation of a plurality of contact relationship categories, assigning a value to each 
category and determining the value of each category, as required by the combination in 
Group I. The subcombination of Group VIII has separate utility such as tracking contact 
relationships, and quantifying contact interactions, front office strategy, and relationship 
performance. The subcombination does not require the particulars of the combination 
and constitutes a specific instance of the steps of assigning and determining values to 
contact relationship categories as set forth in the combination. 
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Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

9. Inventions II and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 
scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 
is separately usable. In the instant case, the subcombination of Group II has separate 
utility such as analyzing values assigned to contact relationships interactions and 
comparing past performance with assumptions about anticipated future performance. 
The subcombination of Group III has separate utility such as not requiring the specific 
data as required in Group II and providing an infrastructure (database) to store and 
collect relevant data and generate reports from data retrieved in response to an inquiry. 
See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 



Application/Control Number: 10/066,148 



Art Unit: 3623 



Page 1 1 



Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

10. Inventions II and IV are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 
scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 
is separately usable. In the instant case, the subcombination of Group II has separate 
utility such as analyzing values assigned to contact relationships interactions and 
comparing past performance with assumptions about anticipated future performance. 
The subcombination of Group IV has separate utility such as not requiring the specific 
data as required in Group II and selecting business categories and its appropriate 
description, and generating an indication of the current condition of the business. See 
MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

1 1 . Inventions II and V are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 
scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 
is separately usable. In the instant case, the subcombination of Group II has separate 
utility such as analyzing values assigned to contact relationships interactions and 
comparing past performance with assumptions about anticipated future performance. 
The subcombination of Group V has separate utility such as providing contact 
information and information regarding interactions with said contact for storage into a 
database to assign values to interactions and generate reports. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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12. Inventions II and VI are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 
scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 
is separately usable. In the instant case, the subcombination of Group II has separate 
utility such as analyzing values assigned to contact relationships interactions and 
comparing past performance with assumptions about anticipated future performance. 
The subcombination of Group VI has separate utility such as browser and server 
subsystems coupled to a computing system configured to set up a relational database, 
establish a means to assess the current condition of a business, collect and store 
relevant data for retrieval in response to inquiry and generate reports. See MPEP 

§ 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

13. Inventions II and VII are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 
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scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 
is separately usable. In the instant case, the subcombination of Group II has separate 
utility such as analyzing values assigned to contact relationships interactions and 
comparing past performance with assumptions about anticipated future performance. 
The subcombination of Group VII has separate utility such as computer executable 
code segments to set up a relational database, establish a means to assess the 
condition of a business, collect and store relevant data for retrieval in response to 
inquiry and generate reports. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

14. Inventions II and VIII are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination of Group II has separate utility such as 
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analyzing values assigned to contact relationships interactions and comparing past 
performance with assumptions about anticipated future performance. The 
subcombination of Group VIII has separate utility such as tracking contact relationships, 
and quantifying contact interactions, front office strategy, and relationship performance. 
The subcombination does not require the particulars of the combination and constitutes 
a specific instance of the steps of assigning and determining values to contact 
relationship categories as set forth in the combination. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

15. Inventions III and IV are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 
scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 
is separately usable. In the instant case, the subcombination of Group III has separate 
utility such as providing an infrastructure (database) to store and collect relevant data 
and generate reports from data retrieved in response to an inquiry. The subcombination 



Application/Control Number: 10/066,148 Page 16 

Art Unit: 3623 

of Group IV has separate utility such as selecting business categories and its 
appropriate description, and generating an indication of the current condition of the 
business. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

16. Inventions III and V are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 
scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 
is separately usable. In the instant case, the subcombination of Group III has separate 
utility such as providing an infrastructure (database) to store and collect relevant data 
and generate reports from data retrieved in response to an inquiry. The subcombination 
of Group V has separate utility such as providing contact information and information 
regarding interactions with said contact for storage into a database to assign values to 
interactions and generate reports. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 
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Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given above and 
have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

17. Inventions III and VI are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the combination of Group III has 
separate utility such as providing an infrastructure (database) to store and collect 
relevant data and generate reports from data retrieved in response to an inquiry. The 
subcombination of Group VI has separate utility such as browser and server 
subsystems coupled to a computing system configured to set up a relational database, 
establish a means to assess the current condition of a business, collect and store 
relevant data for retrieval in response to inquiry and generate reports. The 
subcombination of Group VI requires the browser and server subsystems for storing 
information, which is not required in the combination of Group III. 



Application/Control Number: 10/066,148 



Art Unit: 3623 



Page 18 



Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

18. Inventions III and VII are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not 
overlap in scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one 
subcombination is separately usable. In the instant case, the subcombination of Group 
III has separate utility such as providing an infrastructure (database) to store and collect 
relevant data and generate reports from data retrieved in response to an inquiry. The 
subcombination of Group VII has separate utility such as computer executable code 
segments to set up a relational database, establish a means to assess the current 
condition of a business, collect and store relevant data for retrieval in response to 
inquiry and generate reports. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 
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Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given above and 
have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

19. Inventions III and VIII are related as combination and subcombination. 
Inventions in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as 
claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for 
patentability, and (2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other 
combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination of Group III has 
separate utility such as providing an infrastructure (database) to store and collect 
relevant data and generate reports from data retrieved in response to an inquiry. The 
subcombination of Group VIII has separate utility such as tracking contact relationships, 
and quantifying contact interactions, front office strategy, and relationship performance. 
The subcombination does not require the particulars of the combination and constitutes 
a specific instance of the steps of storing relevant data and generating reports to 
facilitate improvement by front office management as set forth in the combination. 
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Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

20. Inventions IV and V are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 
scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 
is separately usable. In the instant case, the subcombination of Group IV has utility such 
as selecting business categories and its appropriate description, and generating an 
indication of the current condition of the business. The subcombination of Group V has 
separate utility such as providing contact information and information regarding 
interactions with said contact for storage into a database to assign values to interactions 
and generate reports. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

21 . Inventions IV and VI are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not 
overlap in scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one 
subcombination is separately usable. In the instant case, the subcombination of Group 
IV has utility such as selecting business categories and its appropriate description, and 
generating an indication of the current condition of the business. The subcombination of 
Group VI has separate utility such as browser and server subsystems coupled to a 
computing system configured to set up a relational database, establish a means to 
assess the current condition of a business, collect and store relevant data for retrieval in 
response to inquiry and generate reports. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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22. Inventions IV and VII are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not 
overlap in scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one 
subcombination is separately usable. In the instant case, the subcombination of Group 
IV has utility such as selecting business categories and its appropriate description, and 
generating an indication of the current condition of the business. The subcombination of 
Group VII has separate utility such as computer executable code segments to set up a 
relational database, establish a means to assess the current condition of a business, 
collect and store relevant data for retrieval in response to inquiry and generate reports. 
See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

23. Inventions IV and VIII are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not 
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overlap in scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one 
subcombination is separately usable. In the instant case, the subcombination of Group 
IV has utility such as selecting business categories and its appropriate description, and 
generating an indication of the current condition of the business. The subcombination of 
Group VIII has separate utility such as tracking contact relationships, and quantifying 
contact interactions, front office strategy, and relationship performance. See MPEP 
§ 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

24. Inventions V and VI are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 
scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 
is separately usable. In the instant case, the subcombination of Group V has separate 
utility such as providing contact information and information regarding interactions with 
said contact for storage into a database to assign values to interactions and generate 
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reports. The subcombination of Group VI has separate utility such as browser and 
server subsystems coupled to a computing system configured to set up a relational 
database, establish a means to assess the current condition of a business, collect and 
store relevant data for retrieval in response to inquiry and generate reports. See MPEP 
§ 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

25. Inventions V and VII are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not 
overlap in scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one 
subcombination is separately usable. In the instant case, the subcombination of Group 
V has separate utility such as providing contact information and information regarding 
interactions with said contact for storage into a database to assign values to interactions 
and generate reports. The subcombination of Group VII has separate utility such as 
computer executable code segments to set up a relational database, establish a means 
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to assess the current condition of a business, collect and store relevant data for retrieval 
in response to inquiry and generate reports. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

26. Inventions V and VIII are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not 
overlap in scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one 
subcombination is separately usable. In the instant case, the subcombination of Group 
V has separate utility such as providing contact information and information regarding 
interactions with said contact for storage into a database to assign values to interactions 
and generate reports. The subcombination of Group VIII has separate utility such as 
tracking contact relationships, and quantifying contact interactions, front office strategy, 
and relationship performance. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 
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Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

27. Inventions VI and VII are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not 
overlap in scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one 
subcombination is separately usable. In the instant case, the subcombination of Group 
VI has separate utility such as browser and server subsystems coupled to a computing 
system configured to set up a relational database, establish a means to assess the 
current condition of a business, collect and store relevant data for retrieval in response 
to inquiry and generate reports. The subcombination of Group VII has separate utility 
such as computer executable code segments to set up a relational database, establish 
a means to assess the current condition of a business, collect and store relevant data 
for retrieval in response to inquiry and generate reports. In a combined system, the 
subcombination of Group VI would provide the "front" end, and the subcombination of 
Group VII would provide the "back" end computer logic to perform tasks. See MPEP 
§ 806.05(d). 



Application/Control Number: 10/066,148 



Art Unit: 3623 



Page 27 



Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

28. Inventions VI and VIII are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not 
overlap in scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one 
subcombination is separately usable. In the instant case, the subcombination of Group 
VI has separate utility such as browser and server subsystems coupled to a computing 
system configured to set up a relational database, establish a means to assess the 
current condition of a business, collect and store relevant data for retrieval in response 
to inquiry and generate reports. The subcombination of Group VIII has separate utility 
such as tracking contact relationships, and quantifying contact interactions, front office 
strategy, and relationship performance. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 
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Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

29. Inventions VII and VIII are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not 
overlap in scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one 
subcombination is separately usable. In the instant case, subcombination of Group VII 
has separate utility such as computer executable code segments to set up a relational 
database, establish a means to assess the current condition of a business, collect and 
store relevant data for retrieval in response to inquiry and generate reports. The 
subcombination of Group VIII has separate utility such as tracking contact relationships, 
and quantifying contact interactions, front office strategy, and relationship performance. 
See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter Choi whose telephone number is (571) 272 6971 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on (571) 272-6729. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Peter Choi 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3623 



June 23, 2006 




